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ABSTRACT 


The scripture of the Hindus is mainly divided into two classes i.e 
Sruti and Smrti. Sruti means what is heard and Smrti means what is 
remembered. But Veda is the most religious scripture of Hinduism. 
The origin of Smrti is a divine origin and which was told by the 
Creator Brahma to Manu and who again told to ten sages like Marici, 
Atri, Angira, Pulastya, Pulaha, Kratu, Vasistha, Praceta, Bhrgu, and 
Narada. Among all Smrtis Manusmrti is renowned as next to Vedas 
in the mind of all Hindus. The present paper highlights the secrets of 
Marriage which is the main aim of all householder and related to the 
Varga, among the four Vargas viz. Dharma, Artha, Kama, and 


Moksa. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Manusmrti has gained a prominent place in 
Sanskrit Literature. It occupies the reverence as 
second Rg Veda and a work of Universal Authority. It 
is a storehouse filled with much other information 
about the social, cultural, political and_ religious 
features of ancient Indians and which are~ the 
essentials of Hinduism. 


There are many Smrti Sastras i.e Manu, Yajfavalkya, 
Parasara, Narada, and Brihaspati, but among them, 
Manusmriti is considered the most important Smriti 
Shastra. The Manusmrti is the oldest and well-known 
Shastra and also it is called Manava Samhita or 
Manava Dharma Sastra. The Manusmrti contains 12 
chapters and 2694 verses. The work is written in a 
very simple style and describes the normal form of 
Hindu Society and Indian Civilization. 


The Vedas are the primary scripture of Hinduism. 
The source of Dharma are the Vedas and Smrti 
Sastras, which describe the teachings and behavior of 
persons, and are well-written in the holy scriptures. 


The first stage in the development of the 
dharmasastras and which has connected with the 
Vedanga (the limb of the Vedas) and that called 
Kalpasitras. The Kalpasitras has divided into four 
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sections i.e Srautastiras, grhyasttras, dharmasitras 
and sulbasttras. The first Srautastitras and the last 
Sulbasitras are directly linked with Vedic sacrifices. 
On the other hand, the grhyasitras are linked with the 
rites and ceremonies which have been performed by a 
householder in his own house. The Dharmasitras are 
dealt with in the very general and social spheres of 
Dharma. The character and behavior of human beings 
as a member of the society and a member of the 
community and these are interlinked and 
interdependent. 


The language of grhyasitras and the dharmasitras are 
archaic and declined and there are no systematic 
subject matters. Hence, the need for another work 
called Smrti Sastras, which are well-written and well- 
known to all by their poetical verses especially. 


The present paper is shown an attempt to describe 
some Amazing secrets of Marriage and which is 
mainly based on Manusmrti as follows. 


The wives who are prohibited for marriage 

The family, which is the performer of mean acts, 
born, a family in which no male child was born, a 
family in which the person has no knowledge about 
Vedas, a family in which the male and female persons 
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have plenty of hairs, a consumptive family, a family 
of epileptic and a family of leprous, and these ten 
families are prohibited for a person to marry. 
Manusnrriti says 


Hinakriyam nischando 
romasarsasam/ 


Ksyyamyavyapasmarisvitri kusthikulani ca//' 


nispurusam 


The girl who has brown complexion or the person has 
a limb in less or excess limb, the person who is 
declared invalid or the person of hairy one or the 
person who has no hairs on the body or a person of 
talkative, or who possesses the brown eyeball or 
yellow eyeball, such type of girls are forbidden to 
marry for men. 


Nodvahetkapilam kanyam 
roginim/ 
Nalomikam natilomam na vacatam na pingalam//* 


nadhikagim na 


As per Manu, a girl is not related to his mother’s 
connection of Sapinda relationship and also is not 
related to his father’s relation as a Sagotra for 
marriage and for the purpose of sexual intercourse. 
The relationship of Sapinda is ceased for the descent 
of marriage. In accordance with dharmasastra, the 
person cannot marry a female Sapinda and which is 
related to his mother, but he can marry a female 
which is related to Sagotra. On the other hand, Vyasa 
prohibits to marry a girl, who is related to the 
mother’s Sagotra. The verses of Manusmrti are 


Asapinda ca ya matursagotra ca ya pituh/ 
Sa prasasta dvijatinarh darakarmani maithune//* 


Manu says, a Brahmin shall able to marry a wife of 
his own caste, who possesses a favorable sign. But 
after bathing and taking the permission of his Guru at 
the end of his vow. 


Gurunanumatah snatva samavrtto yathaviddhi/ 
Udvaheta dvijo bharyam savarnam 
laksanavitam//* 


The girl who possesses the name of a star, rivers, 
trees, mountains, bird, snake, and who denotes a 
dreadful object, these are not auspicious and 
prohibited to marry such a type of female. The 
description in such a way. 


Naraksavrksanadinamni nantyaparvatanamikam/ 
Na paksyahipresyanamni na ca 
bhisananamikam//> 


' Manuusmrti.3.7. 
: Manusnrrti. 3.8. 
: Manusnrti.3.5 
: Manusmrti.3.4. 
> Manusnrti.3.9. 


The girl who has well-formed, hairless limbs, and 
who has a sweet name and denoting that a swan, 
elephant, slim, small white teeth and who possesses 
very silky hair and the person can accept as his wife. 
The description is like so and so. 
Avyangangim 
hamsavaranagaminim/ 
TanulomakeSadasanam 
mrdvangimudvahetstriyam//° 


saumyanamnim 


The girl who has no womb brother or who has not 
known her father’s name, such a type of female is not 
suitable for a person who is out of the confidence of a 
patrika compact. 


Yasyastu na bhavedbhrata na vijiiye va pita/ 
Nopayacchet tam prajnah 
putrikadharmasankaya//" 


A Brahmin should take the wife besides his own 
caste 

The girl who belongs to own caste is suitable and 
recommended to a Brahmin for marriage and which is 
called very pious in another way, a Brahmin may take 
a wife from another three castes and the procedure 
has settled as per her caste. 


Savarnagre dvijatinam praSastadarakarmani/ 
Kamatastu pravrttamimah syuh kramaso varah//* 


Further Manusmrti says that a Sudra woman can able 
to marry a Sudra, a Vaigya can marry Sudra or 
VaiSya, the person who belongs to Kshatriya can take 
a wife from another caste-like Sudra, VaisSya or a 
Kshatriya wife. But a Brahmin can marry from all 
castes like Sudra, Vaisya, Kshatriya or a Brahmana 
wife, which is his own caste. The description of 
Manusmrti as follows. 


Sudraiva bharya Sudrasya sa ca sva ca visah 
smrte/ 

Te ca sva 
taScasvacagrajanmanah// 


—enes 


caiva rajnasca 


A person has become degraded by taking a 
marriage from other castes 

The person who married to a lower caste woman and 
intoxicated through passion, that person became 
degraded by himself with nine generations of progeny 
and similar to the status of a Sudra. Manusmrti says 


Hinajatistriyam mohadudvahanto dvijatayah/ 
Kulanyeva nayantyaéu sasamtanani sidratam//"° 


: Manusmrti.3.10. 
7 Manusmrti.3.11. 
‘ Manusnrrti.3.12. 
° Manusnrrti.3.3.13. 
'© Manusmrti.3.15. 
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Manu says a Brahmin has become degraded in his 
existence by sleeping with a Sudra wife and that 
Brahmin has divested of his Brahmanism by getting a 
child from that sleeping woman. 


Siidram sayanamaropya bramano yatyadhogatim/ 
Janayitva sutar tasyarh brahmanyadeva hiyate//" 


Different types of Marriage in Manusmrti 
According to Manusmnrti, there are eight forms of 
Marriage i.e Brahma, Daiva, Arrsha, Prajapatya, 
Asura, Gandharva, Rakshasa, and paisacha. The 
description of Manusmrti in the same manner. 


Brahmo daivastathaivarsah 
prajapatyastathasurah/ 
Gandharvo raksasaScaiva 
paisacascastamo’dhamah//” 


Brahma Marriage 

In this type of Marriage bride is well attained and 
who is decorated with various ornaments and given to 
a learned person in marriage. The bridegroom who 
possesses a good character and is invited by the father 
of the bride to accept, that is called Brahma marriage. 
Manusmnrti says 


Acchadya carcayitva ca Srutisilavate svayam/ 
Ahiya danam kanyaya brahmo dharmah 
prakirtitah//"* 


Yajiiavalkyasmrti says in this regard that, this form of 
marriage is called Brahma marriage where the bride is 
given to the bridegroom with an invitation and after 
decorating of one’s own power. A son who has 
begotten after performing this marriage, that purifies 
the twenty-one generations. The verses of 
Yajiavalkyasmrtis are 


Brahmo vivaha ahiya diyate Saktyalamkrta/ 
Tajjah punatyabhayatah purusanekavirnsatirin//"* 


Daiva Marriage 

In this form of marriage, the bride is gifted to a 
person duly directing as a priest at a sacrifice, which 
is regulated by the rules of the Vedas, and such type 
of marriage celebration is called Daiva Marriage by 
the ancient sages. The description of Manusmrti is 
like so. 


Yajiie tu vitate samyagrtvije karma kurvate/ 
Alamkrtya sutadanam daivam dharma 
pracaksyate//"> 


' Manusmrti.3.17. 
i Manusnmrti.3.21. 
Manusnmrti.3.27. 
'* yajfiavalkyasmrtil.57. 
'S Manusmrti.3.28. 


Arsha Marriage 

This lawful form of Marriage, in which the bride is 
given to the bridegroom, on which religious sacrifice, 
an Ox or cow, or two of oxen and two kine are duly 
given in marriage to the bridegroom according to the 
edict, that is called Arsha Marriage by the genius. The 
description of Manusmrti in such away. 


Ekam gomiothunam dve va varadadaya/ 
Kanyapradanam vidhivadarso dharmah sa 
ucyate//"° 


Prajapatya Marriage 

This form of Marriage, in which the bride is given to 
the bridegroom after worshipping him in marriage 
ceremony with the injunction let both the couple, 
husband and wife jointly perform the duties of a 
householder, such type of marriage is called 
Prajapatya Marriage. 

Sahobhau caratém dharmamiti va camanubhavya 
ca/ 


Kanyapradanamabhartya 
smrtah//"” 


prajapatya  vidhi 
Asura Marriage 

This form of Marriage, in which the bridegroom 
receives the bride in marriage ceremony after paying 
money to herself and her father and also after telling 
the self desires to the bride, is a type of marriage 
called Asura Marriage. 


Jnatibhyo dravinam datva kanyayai caiva 
Saktitah/ 
Kanya pradanam svacchandyadasuro dharma 


ucyate//"® 


Gandharva Marriage 

This form of Marriage, in which mutual marriage has 
occurred and the hearts of the bridegroom and bride is 
becoming united to each other, is called Gandharva 
Marriage. This type of marriage originates from the 
passionate desires of husband and wife and they have 
been united with each other. Manusmrti says 


Icchayanyonyasamyogah kanyaysca varasya ca/ 
gandharvah sa _tu_ vijneyo maithunyah 
kamasaribhavah//” 


Raksasa Marriage 

This form of Marriage, in which the bridegroom 
marries the bride after killing or hurting the relatives 
and guardians of the girl and receives forcibly to the 
bride by opening the door of her house and although 
the bride is weeping and screaming, still the 


" Manusnmrti.3.29. 
Mt Manusnmti.3,30, 
6 Manusnmrti.3.31. 
sd Manusnmti.3.32. 
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bridegroom receives her, that type of marriage is 
called Rakasasa Marriage. The description of 
manusmnrti as follows. 


Hatva chitva ca bhitva ca kroSantim rudatim 
erhat/ 
Prasahya kanyaharanam rakgaso vidhirucyate//”” 


On the other hand, Yajityavalkyasmrti describes the 
marriage that, Asura Marriage, in which marriage 
money is received as an exchange for accepting the 
bride, Gandharva, in which marriage both parties are 
becoming united after taking a vow by the husband 
and wife for a mutual love; Raksasa Marriage, in 
which the maiden is received after fightings; and a 
Paisaca Marriage, in which the maiden is carried 
away in thief mode when she is sleeping condition, or 
by a plan. The description of Yajfavalkyasmrti as 
follows. 


Asuro dravinadanad gandharvah samayanmithab/ 
Raksaso yudhaharanat paisacah kanyakachalat//”! 


Good Looking and healthy child has taken birth 
after the four forms of Marriage 

After performing the four forms of Marriage, sons are 
born from these forms of marriage and there is started 
counting from the Brahma form of marriage, which 
possesses the Brahma and is recognized by honest 
men. 


There are offspring of these four types of marriage 
like Brahma, Daiva, Arsha, and _ Prajapatya. 
Manusmnrti says 


Brahmadisu vivahesu catursvavanupirvasah/ 
Brahmavarcasvinah putra jayante sistasarhatah//"" 


Further Manusmrti describes how the person and 
have taken birth male and female child after 
performing the marriage between husband and wife. 
Smrti says the person who desires a son, he should 
visit his wife during the even days and who desires a 
daughter, he should go to his wife on odd ones of the 
menstrual period of the wife. The verses of 
Manusmrti thus and so. 


Yugmasu putra jayante striyo’yugmasu ratrisu/ 
Tasmadyugmasu putrarthi = sarnviSedartave 
striyam//”* 


In another place of Manusmrti describes the birth of a 
male and female child and how they are born in 
different timings of sexual attachments of the 
husband and the wife both. Smrti says that at the time 
of excess of the paternal element has given a chance 


°° Manusmrti, 3.33. 
*! Yajfavalkyasmrti.1.61. 
a Manusnmrrti.3.39. 
oy Manusnmrti.3.48. 


to the birth of a male child, a comparative excess of 
the maternal element has given chance to the birth of 
a female child, and when the paternal element and the 
maternal element is becoming equal at that time there 
is achance of born of a sexless child or a twin (maybe 
a son and a daughter) Manusmrti describes thus and 
so. 


Pumanpumso’dhike Sukre stri bhavatyadhike 
striyah/ 
Same’pumanpumstriyo va 


ksine’Ipe ca 
viparyayah//“ —* 


In Yajfiavalkyasmrti the birth of a male child has 
been described that the person who wants a male 
child, he should avoid the days like Magha and Mula 
and knowing his wife anorexic. While the moon sets, 
the person can able to procreate a good son, who 
possesses auspicious marks. The description is like 
and so. 


Evam gacchan striyam ksamam magham milam 
ca varjayet/ 

Sustha indau sakrtputram laksanyam janayet 
puman//* 


The good relationship of the couple build an ideal 
house 

The family in which the relationship of the husband 
and the wife is found established and where the 
husband has contended with his wife and the wife 
with husband. The blessings of the deity are looked 
there. The description of Manusmrti in such away. 


Santusto bharyaya bharta bharya tathaiva ca/ 
Yasminneva kule nityam kalyanam tatra vai 
dhruvam//*° 


Further Yaajnavalkya Smriti says that the wife of 
superseded should be maintained perfectly, otherwise 
a great sin has committed virtue worldly profit and 
pleasure of life can be obtained which are the three 
objects of life when the husband and the wife help 
each other. The description of Yaajnavalkya Smriti as 
follows. 


Adhivinna tu bhartavya mahadeno’nyatha bhavet/ 
Yatranukilyam dampatyostrivargastatra 
vardhate//”” 


God has become pleased in which house the female 
members have contended. Manusmrti says that the 
Goddesses smile on the family where the female 
members are respected. On the other hand where the 


= Manusnmrti.3.49. 
»* Yajfavalkyasmrti.1.80. 
28 Manusnmrti.3.60. 
*7 -Yajiiavalkyasmrti.1.74. 
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female members are dishonored every act became 
fruitless. The verses of Manusmrti are 


Yatra naryastu pijyante ramante tatra devatah/ 
Yatraitastu.§ na pijyante  sarvastatraphalah 
kriyah//* 


Conclusion 

From the above discussion, it is concluded that 
Manusmnrti is one of the religious scriptures of 
Hinduism and which can able to give all the answers 
to all the Hindu men and women in every sphere of 
the day to day life. This Dharmasastra will exist in 
this world and in the Mind of all people till the 
existence of the world and society and forever also. 
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